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WICKWAR PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

AGENDA 

2019 

The Annual Parish Meeting for the above Council was held at the Town Hall on Wednesday 8th 
May 2019 commencing at 7.00pm. 

 
Chairman – M Summers 
Clerk – R Davis 
 

Apologies: 

Ward Councillor M Lewis 

 
1. Minutes of the last meeting. 

Minutes of the last meeting held on the 9th May 2018, were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 
2. Presentation of painting of Wickwar Care Home by Reverend David Russell 

The painting was presented and hung on the wall of the Town Hall meeting room. 
 

3. Annual Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council 
Attached. 

4. Annual Report from the District Ward Councillor 
No report as apologies given. 

5. Financial Report to the 31st March 2019 
See item 3 attached. 

6. Report from Wickwar Youth Club (grant recipient) 
Attached. 

7. Report from Wickwar out of School Club (grant recipient) 
Attached. 

8. Report from Wickwar Baby and Toddler Group (grant recipient)  
Attached. 

9. Report from Alexander Hosea School LEA Governor 
No report as not in attendance. 

10. Report from Wickwar Educational Foundation  
No report as not in attendance. 

11. Report from Wickwar Playing Fields Association  
Attached. 
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12. Report from Wickwar Wanderers Football Club 
Attached. 
 

13. Report from Wickwar 1st Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Attached. 

 
14. Report from Police Neighbourhood Beat Team 

Report provided. Attached. 

15. Report from Neighbourhood Watch  
Attached. 

 
16. Report from Wickwar Community Speed Watch 

Attached. 
 
17. Report from King George V Playing Fields working party  

Attached. 
 

18. Report from Wickwar Parish Open & Closed Cemetery 
Attached. 

19.  Report from Wickwar PROW (Public Rights of Way) working party 
Attached. 

20. Report from the Community Centre Management Committee 
Attached. 
 

21. Village organisations invited to attend this meeting. 
Report on Lower Woods provided – attached.  

 



































15. Wickwar Neighbourhood Watch Report – May 2019 
“The Watch is still technically in existence but is inactive. The level of support when a village meeting 

was held in May 2017 proved insufficient to re-establish a network of street contacts and I have had 

insufficient energy to do anything more about this. However, I have continued with NhW articles in 

the Parish News, although the time lag between the date for their submission and the distribution of 

the next issue means that anything urgent or immediate is not being circulated to residents. 

Fortunately there has been little of this nature, as we are a “low crime area”. If the Parish Council 

wishes I will have one more attempt to recruit enough volunteers to run a more effective Watch, but 

then will have to retire from active involvement myself.” 

Philip Revill 

16. Wickwar Speedwatch Report – May 2019 
We have an excellent contingent of Speedwatchers in Wickwar. We aim to speedwatch at least three 

times a week, including the occasional Sunday morning which can be very busy. We have been 

concentrating on The Downs Road recently, with some quite shocking speed results in the 30mph 

zone. With our concentration on this area and continual presence we have managed to reduce the 

amount of speeders on this road. Thank you very much to the Wickwar Speedwatchers. We would 

like some more volunteers. The training is online. If anybody would like to volunteer, please contact 

Ward Councillor Pat Trull. 

Pat Trull 



KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD 2018/19


2018 was 100yrs since the end of WW1and the Beacon was lit at our allotted time 
and the Church Bells rang a Peel at the same time.. Lots of villagers gathered to 

watch and to listen and commemorate the ending of the war on that special 
Sunday 11th day of the 11th month...


We served hot Chocolates with the monies going to the HELP FOR HEROES 
CHARITY.. A good evening had by all..


Well finally we have the play area fenced off to let the children and families have a 
safe area to play.. There were and increasing number of dogs running up to 

children in the play area and fouling the area which in turn made it a very unfriendly 
place to be.. Now though is the complete opposite.!


We have also put temporary fencing against the hedge as there were a few large 
holes in it. Whips will be planted this Autumn..


The fencing and more so the gates into the play area have caused a few problems. 
We have had closers fitted but had to have them refitted as the mounting bolts 

were not strong enough.. Hopefully now though it will be alright, and these gates 
and closers will not cause more problems..


This year we will be placing 3 extra Benches outside the play area along with some 
extra litter bins.. 


We also want to purchase 4 items of new play  equipment inside the play area. 

A seesaw for all ages, a spinner bowl, playhouse for toddlers and a Tango swing 

seat.. The last three are for smaller children who don’t have many pieces to play on 
up there at present....


We also want to place a couple of picnic tables in there too but we need to get the 
equipment in first to see what space and where for the picnic tables.. Finally at the 

end some tree planting to give future shade in there..


The football clubs new committee are arranging to move the goal posts on the 
pitch closest to play area this year so they will have a new pitch for next season..


 With the 106 monies expected later from the building of the new houses there will 
be money spent on the Pavilion as well as other items still under discussion at this 

time..


We have a new person closing the gates now John Clements.. He is having a bit of 
a problem closing the gates some nights with empty cars in the car park, mainly 
youngsters. We have changed the gate times for winter time and had new signs 

made, but the problem is ongoing and I have asked PC Ken Hill for advice on this 
matter..


Chris Marshall is to replace broken style next to safety gate into field as well..


Angie Carroll




CEMETERY REPORT 2018/19


It has been quite busy getting ready for 100yr Anniversary of WW1.. Not quite so many burials 
and all in all not to bad up there..


As this year marked the 100 yrs since WW1 ended

We had to repair some of our 1st WW graves in the closed churchyard as not tended anymore in 

readiness for our marking 100yrs since the war ended.. 


Arthur Threlfell Searson stepped up and took the reigns for getting the graves marked and 
sorted,, He also did a very nice commemoration with wooden crosses for all village troops lost 

near the church door.. We also managed to get a couple of silhouettes for the bench there..

Remembrance Sunday was a great affair with everyone assembling at the Town Hall, We followed 

The vicar our veterans and our Brownies Guides Cubs and Scouts up to the church all holding  
their banners high.. As the men of the village did when they went for their Blessing before they set 

off to war..

It was a very special ceremony with the Vicar Blessing the Banners then we all filed outside for the 

Last post and reading of the names of villagers lost.

A truly lovely ceremony made all the nicer by the efforts of so many villagers with decorating the 

gates, church and churchyards with Poppies, but also by our young generations taking such a key 
roll in the decoration and commemoration .


We also had some tree work done in the closed churchyard.. We had self seeded Horse Chestnut 
and Ash trees that were growing in the wall by the stank removed as they were breaking the wall 
out.. Also the Laurels as they were so overgrown and also damaging the wall.. It has let so much 

light back into that side of the churchyard again.


The grass cutting caused us a few problems last year which was not like Mr Howse and his team.. 
We found out the problem and got it sorted and had all the grass cut up until the week before 

Remembrance Sunday.. 


Pat Trull, Councillor Andy Pennington’s son and myself had a good effort to remove the ivy that is 
swamping the walls up there as well in our effort to have it looking nice for Nov 11th..


This year already we have had 2 grass cuts up there this year and they have been excellent cuts 
again with all grass picked up and graves blown off of grass cuttings.. Back to how it should and 

was except for last year 2018.


Councillor Gareth Fielding has also now very kindly donated a portion of his professional 
gardeners time  to tackle the ivy problem for us and a couple of overgrown corners of the 

churchyard. This will be a great help as the amount of ivy is quite astounding now.. I feel I should 
be able to keep the ivy down that is around graves and maybe we will have a working party day 

this year..


The grass in the closed area will now be mown all over again, after the wild flowers have finished. 
As although the path cut through to the bench was nice it has led to an overgrowth that has 

damaged  graves and we have actually lost some of the wildflowers up there so hopefully this 
coupled with the tree works  will bring it back to how it used to look a little I hope..


I have also mentioned to David Russell about the fact that some of the trees around the church 
which is the area the  PC don’t care for need serious attention and I know Councillor Gareth 

Fielding was going to talk to the PCC about it as well..


Councillor Angie Carroll.



PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 2018/19


Most of our paths, stiles and gates are all in good repair.. I 
had one fixed last week on LWR 25/20 the farmer of that 
land likes to do his own repairs and does so very quickly 

and well.. 

South Glos have all the village paths on their cutting list 

now so they are cut each year..

We try to walk as many paths around the village every year. 

We usually have Parish walks once a month in Summer 
where we cut back overgrowth etc on the paths and 

villagers are more than welcome in these walks which we 
do advertise are on the forum and poster on the Town Hall 

noticeboard.. Feel free to come along and familiarise 
yourself with the paths around the village..


We sadly didn’t get to do many walks last year but I did 
have South Glos PROW come and cut a couple of fallen 

trees and clear overgrowth on a couple of paths but 
otherwise they were all good..


This year’s Parish walks start on May 12th 2.30 pm,  
weather permitting.. We welcome families and people with 
well behaved dogs on leads though, as not everyone likes 

dogs running around them.. 

We thought we would try going in the afternoons for a 

change this year as a lot of people have other commitments 
on Sunday mornings...


Looking forward to some nice walks again.. 


Angie Carroll





REPORT ON LOWER WOODS FOR 

WICKWAR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MAY 2019 
 

 

Coppicing has as usual continued throughout last Autumn/Winter at various 

locations. This year work has focussed on new coupes in Qakhall, Crews and Sturt 

carried out mainly by the Thursday Volunteers. The work chiefly involves cutting 

down areas of derelict coppice to bring them back into rotation which will improve the 

quality and number of new stems which regrow. The produce is used for stakes, 

binders, spars, beanpoles, hurdles, fascines, firewood and charcoal. Opportunity is 

taken to selectively fell overstorey trees on the areas being coppiced, particularly the 

non-native poplars. The coppicing and felling also greatly improves wildlife habitats 

by creating diversity and allowing more light to reach the woodland floor. 

The local coppice group has continued work in South Moons and this area has now 

been completed. 

Ride widening also involves coppicing and selective felling with the major work 

concentrating on Abrahams Walk by the river. The appearance of this area has been 

transformed and as well as greatly improving habitat the increased attractiveness of 

the ride for walkers is obvious. 

Fencing of the coppiced coupes is carried out by the volunteers to keep the areas 

free of deer which would otherwise extensively graze the new growth on the stools 

(as well as the wildflowers). You only have to compare the growth on the fenced 

areas with that outside the fences to see what a difference it makes. 

Even to casual observers walking in the woods dead and dying Ash trees of all sizes 

are now becoming more noticeable. This is Ash Dieback disease which is now 

countrywide and is likely to result in the eventual death of perhaps 97% of the Ash 

population. Around half of all high forest trees in Lower Woods are Ash so in the 

years to come the woods will undergo major change. There is no cure or remedy to 

the disease but scientists are busy working on the breeding of disease tolerant Ash, 

involving seed from trees which are progressively identified as showing some 

resistance. So in the long term there is hope that the Ash may be able to be 

successfully reintroduced to our woodlands. In the meantime we have to keep a 

close watch on affected Ash and fell any which may cause a safety hazard. 

Trees of other species will over time naturally fill the gaps left by the Ash but to 

speed this process up a tree nursery has been installed next to the woodyard at the 

Lodge. Volunteers have collected seed and seedlings from Lower Woods from 

species such as Oak, Wild service, Beech and Hornbeam so far. These have been 

grown on and planted out in the nursery. A potting shed has been constructed and a 

water supply installed. 



Dormouse boxes are being put up in suitable places in the woods again, instigated 

by Charlotte Targett from Avon Wildlife Trust. Fifty have been installed so far with 

hopefully another fifty to follow. 

Fallen trees provide a near constant workload, as they need to be cleared where 

they fall across rides and paths, or into the river. Trees on the south bank of the Little 

Avon seem particularly prone to storm damage, perhaps because the steep banking 

here is unstable and subject to gradual intermittent movement. Some branchwood in 

the river is good for life in the stream and provision of different habitats but some 

fallen trees can virtually dam the river and have to be dealt with. 

The river bank here has slipped in places and overhung the path alongside the river, 

needing some extensive repair work by the volunteers. 

Deer and Grey squirrel populations in Lower Woods are too high and are damaging 

to young tree growth, wild flora and also woodland birds. A closely controlled deer 

management programme has commenced but has now been halted temporarily until 

further information and education as to the reasons for the programme have been 

effectively put across. Squirrels are even more of a challenge but something 

effective and safe will be needed to keep them in check if extensive future damage 

to the woodland is to be avoided. 

With the help of funding from Network Rail a felling programme and contract has 

been prepared for Western Red Cedar plantations in the southern woods. These are 

non-native conifers which will be replaced by natural regeneration of native broadleaf 

species and where necessary by supplementary planting, mainly with young Oak 

from our tree nursery. Some of the trees are to be used in Gloucestershire Wildlife 

Trust’s new headquarters building and this timber has been felled and extracted 

already for conversion into planking in our woodyard. This work will be an important 

demonstration of how sustainable woodland management in our own woodlands can 

produce a valuable resource and save money whilst benefitting nature conservation.  

A new Tuesday Group has been formed for volunteers to work in the woods, on a 

similar basis to the popular Thursday group which regularly has around 16 

volunteers each week. Already Tuesday numbers are up to 8. 

Problems are occurring again with unauthorised access by motor bikes, mainly 

into the southern woods. They are using the grass rides as green lanes illegally. Neil 

Lodge is doing what he can to apprehend them and/or try to read number plates and 

report to the police. Some horse riders are going off designated bridle paths in the 

woods, churning up rides unnecessarily when the ground is damp and soft. 

The Lodge track has been successfully reconstructed and so far has stood up well 

to all the traffic. A close watch is being made to spot and deal with any potholes as 

soon as they begin to form. 

The Trust has been liaising with S. Glos Council Commons officers to ensure 

cooperation on commons management including the woodland common in Lower 

Woods. This can be a complicated issue and close liaison is necessary to ensure 



that we do not infringe commons law and where necessary take mitigating 

measures. 

The importance of funding to the continuance of conservation work in Lower Woods 

cannot be over-stated. Wildlife Trust officers are working continuously to work up 

projects and locate new sources of funding whether this be charitable trusts, 

corporate or from Government. So far this has been successfully achieved over 

many years but the funding environment continues to become more challenging, 

especially when and if we leave the European Union. 

Bill Heslegrave 

On behalf of the Lower Woods Advisory Group, Neil Lodge and the 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 


